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successful orchard or home garden. Plant hormones are found in the tip of each branch; 
the hormones suppress the growth of buds below the tip. These hormones can be 
manipulated by pruning.  The influence of these hormones is most apparent on the 
vertical shoots and least on the flat limbs. So pruning branches so they are near horizon-
tal will stimulate new shoot development and initiate fruit buds. Try to do most of the 
pruning before the buds break (i.e. it is best to prune them while it is still frozen outside 
and trees are dormant).

Pruning fruit trees helps to open up the tree so that each branch receives and equal 
amount of sun light. The illustration below gives an example of spacing branches around 
the trunk. Also branching should be space vertically. There should be a 12”to 18” between 
branches going up the trunk.

Pest Control
This is one of the most important steps in producing good fruit

1. Dormant oil Spray
2. The Home Orchard Pest Management Guide (www.usu.extension.edu) about 20 pages

Thinning
Thinning is the removal of some fruit after pollination. Its purpose is to increase the size 
of each fruit to be harvested. It also helps to keep the tree from breaking under the fruit 
load. Also fruit that touches can create a great insect hiding place.

Apples, pears- Fruit come in multiples of 5 (5, 10 even 15) per spur.  
Peaches- Thin to 2-3 per bud site and watch the position down the branch.
Cherries- Leave them alone

Harvest
Finally the fruits of your labor

1.Taste the fruit


